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Let’s face it, we’ve all heard someone throw out a word or two while talking 
about woodturning that didn’t register. What did he say?

At first it seems like no big deal, but then others seem to understand and the 
conversation continues, all while you feel left out.

Not to worry, we’ve all been there. 

But it is important to slowly start understanding all the terms used while 
turning wood bowls. 

For effeciency and safety, you really do need to know all the terms, but give 
yourself time to let everything gradually sink in.

This eBook is an abbreviated version of the 199 Terms Wood Bowl Turners 
Need To Know eBook, available in the Shop at www.TurnAWoodBowl.com. 

I highly recommend the full 199 Terms eBook to really dig into the full 
spectrum of wood bowl turning terms.

Usage Guide

•  I have included a Table of Terms for quickly looking up a particular word. 
Simply click on a word and be taken to the page containing the definition.

•  Quickly return to the Table of Terms with the jump back link at the bottom 
of each page.

•  Also, throughout this eBook I have included highlighted links to more 
detailed articles that can give you much more information about particular 
topics.

Enjoy and Happy Turning!

https://turnawoodbowl.com/product/199-terms-wood-bowl-turners-need-to-know/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/product/199-terms-wood-bowl-turners-need-to-know/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/product/199-terms-wood-bowl-turners-need-to-know/
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Banjo The moveable device attached to the 
lathe bed that holds the Tool Rest.

Between Centers Placing a wood blank between two center 
accessories attached to the Headstock 
and Tailstock which hold it in place with 
pressure applied by the Tailstock. Usually 
used as a Spindle turning term, but also 
used at times when starting bowl Blanks.

Bottom Feeder Another name for the Micro bevel bowl 
Gouge. See Micro bevel. Learn more 
about the Micro Bevel Gouge.

Bound Water The water contained within the cells 
of wood which stays trapped for long 
periods of times in stored wood or bowl 
Blanks.

CA Cyanacrlylate 
Adhesive

Also called Super Glue, CA comes in 
versions thickness, from water thin to very 
thick and can be used to repair and patch 
cracks on wood bowls.

CBN Wheel CBN (Cubic Boron Nitride) wheels are 
durable Sharpening wheels that don’t 
require maintenance, shaping or dressing.

Cole Jaws A stand only chuck or an accessory that 
can be attached to a Four-Jaw Chuck that 
has large jaws with posts. Designed to 
hold a bowl upside down and allow full 
access to the bowl foot without the aid of 
a Tailstock.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/micro-bevel-gouge-wood-bowl-secret-weapon/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/micro-bevel-gouge-wood-bowl-secret-weapon/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-finishing-supplies
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-finishing-supplies
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-sharpening-equipment-2/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-woodturning-chucks-faceplates/
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Dead Center A center device that does not rotate freely. 
Needs to be attached to the Headstock. 
Used to transfer Headstock motion to the 
wood being turned.

Dovetail Jaws The angled metal attachments to a Four-
Jaw Chuck that grip a wood bowl Tenon 
by using contraction force, or expand to 
hold a Mortise with expansion force. 

Dovetail Tenon 
Scraper

A Scraping tool designed with a pre-
shaped Tenon Dovetail that can easily be 
used to quickly scrape a Tenon.

Drive Center A center device that does not rotate freely. 
Needs to be attached to the Headstock 
and it is used to transfer Headstock 
motion to the wood being turned.

Ellsworth Grind A specific style of bowl Gouge grind used 
by David Ellsworth which includes long 
swept back side cutting wings at about a 
55° bevel angle. Also, the side wings have 
a very slight upward convex curve. 

Equilibrium 
moisture content 
(EMC)

Moisture inside wood cells closely 
matches the air Relative Humidity, 
however EMC, rarely ever equals zero.

Fiddleback A ripple or wave like wood Figure which 
can usually be found in an area of a 
tree under a large branch which causes 
downward pressure creating these ripples.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-lathe-accessories-2/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-woodturning-tools/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-woodturning-tools/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-lathe-accessories-2/
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Flame A unique wood Figure found in the 
merging area of a Crotch piece of wood.

Four-Jaw Chuck A device, comprised of four metal jaws 
used to clamp or grip a wood bowl Tenon, 
or expand and hold a wood bowl Mortise. 
Read this for more info.

Headstock 
Spindle

The threaded extrusion from the 
Headstock that rotates and lathe 
accessories, like the Four-Jaw Chuck 
attach.

Heel The bottom trailing edge of a turning tool 
tip. Located at the bottom edge of the 
Bevel opposite the top cutting edge.

Hook Tool A specialized cutting tool that is designed 
to cut from the center bottom of a bowl 
up towards the rim. This is typically used 
only with End Grain bowls.

Index Lock A device used to lock the Index Plate in 
place and prevent rotation, usually with a 
thumb screw.

Jam Chuck Device used to hold a turned piece in 
place with the assistance and force 
provided by the Tailstock. See this article 
for more jam Chuck details.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-chuck-for-wood-lathe-how-to-use/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/jam-chuck-wooden-bowl-turning-magical-partner/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/jam-chuck-wooden-bowl-turning-magical-partner/
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Janka Hardness A standardize method for determining and 
ranking the hardness for a wood based on 
the pressure needed to force a steel ball 
halfway into the wood’s surface.

Medullary Rays Grain lines that run outward laterally at 
right angles to the Growth Rings from 
the Pith to the Cambium layers in wood. 
Extended cells that store nutrients. 
Common in oak wood. Also known as pith 
rays or wood rays.

Morse Taper (MT) The inside taper hole designed to receive 
Morse Tapered accessories found in the 
Headstock Spindle and the Tailstock.

Natural Edge A wood bowl turned which leaves the 
natural outside edge of the wood as is, 
but not necessarily retaining the bark 
edge. Term used interchangeable with 
Live Edge

Negative Rake 
Scraper

A Scraper that has a top edge that angles 
downward at a slight angle as opposed to 
a harsh 90° angle.

Nub (Nib or 
Nubbin)

The small center of a bowl bottom that 
can appear when an non-level Finishing 
Cut is made across the inside of a bowl. 
This issue is discussed in this article.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/wood-bowl-bottom-6-tricks-perfection/
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Ogee An “S” curved shape, usually created 
on the outside of wood bowls to form a 
fluid flowing design appearance. Can be 
symmetrical or asymmetrical.

Reverse Chucking Taking a wood bowl after the outside 
shape and Tenon (or Mortise) have been 
created and turning the bowl around 
and mounting it to a Chuck to begin the 
process of clearing the bowl interior.

Riding the Bevel Describes the position of a bowl Gouge 
Bevel being almost parallel to the bowl’s 
surface where only the cutting edge 
engages and the Bevel acts as a guide 
which supports the cutting edge. Also 
called Rubbing the Bevel. See this article 
all about Riding the Bevel to learn more. 

Roughing Cut A cut usually using a Roughing Gouge or 
bowl Gouge designed to remove large 
amounts of material quickly with less 
regard for detail or finesse.

Sap Wood The soft fresh wood, usually lighter in 
color, created by the Cambium layer 
which is located between the Cambium 
and the Heart Wood.

Scraping Cut Technique used with a Swept-Back 
winged bowl gouge on its side at a 
horizontal angle that engages the lower 
wing edge in a scraping action. Detailed 
article.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/wood-bowl-exterior-critical-design-moment/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/riding-the-bevel-bowl-gouge-technique-explained/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/riding-the-bevel-bowl-gouge-technique-explained/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-gouge-technique-master-4-cuts/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-gouge-technique-master-4-cuts/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-gouge-technique-master-4-cuts/
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Segmented 
Turning

Any turning that is made from material 
that is glued and segmented together 
from multiple pieces of wood.

Shear-scraping 
Cut

A unique bowl Gouge technique where 
the Gouge is positioned with the Flute 
facing the wood and the tool is angled 
upward. Used to make light shaving cuts 
and smooth a wood bowl surface by 
gently shaving off high spots.

Shoulder Tenon or 
Mortise

The area around a Tenon or inside a 
Mortise connection where the top of the 
jaws from a Four-Jaw Chuck rest.

Spalted Wood Wood that has markings left behind by 
various fungus activity. Can appear as 
lines, blotches or areas of color. 

Spigot Similar to a Tenon, but only cylindrical and 
usually not Dovetailed.

Spindle Roughing 
Gouge

Wood turning tool designed to quickly 
remove wood from Spindle Work. NEVER 
to be used on a bowl Blank.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-gouge-technique-master-4-cuts/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-gouge-technique-master-4-cuts/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-woodturning-tools/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-woodturning-tools/
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Spur Faceplate Similar to a Spur Chuck, but with a wider 
shoulder offering more surface area to 
grip a larger bowl Blank. Can mount with 
a Morse Taper or threaded Headstock 
Spindle connection.

Supported Cut A cut which is supported by longer wood 
fibers under the current area being cut. 
Also sometimes called “cutting with the 
grain.” There is much more to know about 
Supported Cuts, check out this article.

Swept Back Grind Refers to the longer pulled-back side 
wings on a bowl Gouge. Seen in the 
Irish Grind and the Ellsworth Grind bowl 
Gouges.

Swivel Headstock Some lathes are manufactured and 
designed to have a Headstock that will 
swivel or turn away from the lathe Rails 
allowing for a larger Swing thus being 
capable of turning larger bowl Blanks.

Tailstock 
Extension

An accessory with a post and a Morse 
Taper hole placed into the Tailstock Quill 
to provide a longer reach to Tailstock 
accessories.

Tenon An angled extending cylinder on the 
bottom of a wood bowl designed to 
receive the jaws of a Four-Jaw Chuck and 
held with contracting force. 

https://turnawoodbowl.com/supported-cut-wood-grain-bowl-gouge-cut-direction/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/supported-cut-wood-grain-bowl-gouge-cut-direction/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/supported-cut-wood-grain-bowl-gouge-cut-direction/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/bowl-tenon-secure-wood-bowl-foot/
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Tool Marks Marks made on a wood bowl surface 
created by a turning tool, typically 
grooves, scrapes, or gouge marks. Read 
this to learn how to remove Tool Marks.

Twice Turning A two-step process that involves Rough 
Turning an oversized bowl, allowing it to 
dry, then turning the dry bowl a second 
time to the final bowl shape. Used to 
remove bowl distortions in the drying 
process and Finishing with a round bowl 
final form that should not move of shift 
over time. Learn more here.

 Vacuum Chuck A Chuck that pulls a vacuum using a 
hollow Headstock and a vacuum system. 
Can be used to Reverse Turn a bowl 
without the Tailstock allowing full access 
to refine the bowl foot area.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/10-tool-marks-tricks-wood-bowl-understand-fix-remove/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/10-tool-marks-tricks-wood-bowl-understand-fix-remove/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/turning-green-wood-bowls-the-process/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/turning-green-wood-bowls-the-process/
https://turnawoodbowl.com/recommended-equipment/recommended-woodturning-chucks-faceplates/
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I hope you’ve picked up a few new wood bowl turning terms and I have 
enjoyed this eBook.

Be Sure to pick up your complete copy of 199 Terms Wood Bowl 
Turners Need To Know eBook, in the Shop at www.TurnAWoodBowl.
com today. 

Enjoy and Happy Turning!
Kent Weakley

www.TurnAWoodBowl.com
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